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• Agriculture is the basis of Chinese civilization
• Many traditional agricultural systems are well 

maintained

• Ancient philosophy: Human-Nature Harmony

How to  conserve those significant traditional agricultural systems and tap the 
potential to promote the sustainable development of  agriculture?

I.   General introduction



MARA welcomes and actively takes part in the GIAHS Initiative

FAO launched the Global Partnership Initiative on conservation and 
adaptive management of “Globally Important Agricultural Heritage 
Systems” in 2002



中国GIAHS数量：22，中国NIAHS数量：188

22 GIAHS sites and 188 NIAHS sites in China

GIAHS in China



1.Qingtian Rice-fish Culture System(2005)



2.Honghe Hani Rice Terraces System(GIAHS-2010)



Designated as the world Heritage  by UNESCO in 2013



Wannian rice is one of the earliest cultured rice that so far has been 
preserved by the mankind. It’s genetically strong in pest and disease 
resistance as well as stress and barren tolerance. 

3.Wannian Tradition Rice Culture(2010)



4.Pu'er Traditional Tea Agro system (2012)    5.Aohan Dryland Farming System (2012)

6.Shaoxing Ancient Torreya System (2013)    7.Congjiang Rice-fish-duck System(2011)



     8.Xinghua Raised-field Agro system (2014)       9.Fuzhou Jasmine & Tea Culture (2014)

                                                                               11.Jiaxian Traditional Chinese Date Gardens (2014)10.Xuanhua Urban Grape Gardens  (2013)



12.Zhagana Agriculture-Forestry-Animal Husbandry 
Composite System(2017)                                                                                                                                        

13. Mulberry-dyke and Fish Pond  System(2017)                                                                                                                          

15.Rice Terraces in Southern  Mountainous  and 
Hilly Areas (2018)                                                                                                                                                                                           

14. Traditional Mulberry System in Xiajin’s Ancient 
Yellow River Course(2018) 



16.Anxi Tieguanyin Tea Culture System, Fujian(2022)                                                                                                                                        17. Ar Horqin Grassland Nomadic System, Inner 
Mongolia(2022)                                                                                                                          18. Shexian Dryland Stone Terraced System, Hebei(2022)

19



21. Tongling White Ginger Plantation 
System in Anhui Province

22. Xianju Ancient Chinese Waxberry 
Composite System in Zhejiang Province

20. Kuancheng Traditional Chestnut Eco-Planting 
System in Hebei Province



Contribution3: The livelihood and socio-economic     
                         developmentII. Practice of GIAHS Conservation 

and Management
                                



Measures of dynamic conservation

Work on GIAHS

Management 
system

Academic 
research

Monitoring and 
evaluation

Improve the 
visibility of 

GIAHS 



Government’s Management Structure of GIAHS

Management System

农业农村部

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs

GIAHS专家委员会

Scientific Committee
国际合作司 DIC

国际交流服务中心 CICOS
全球重要农业文化遗产 GIAHS 

社会事业促进司

Department of Rural social 
services

中国重要农业文化遗产NIAHS

省级农业农村部门

Agricultural Department of Provincial 
Government 

县级政府

County Government

NIAHS

GIAHS

Chinese prepared sites

GIAHS Application Procedure 



Administrative Measures on GIAHS/NIAHS  in China
 

Includes:
• Application procedures
• Conservation & Management
• Utilization & Development
• Supervision & Monitoring

-created enabling policies and institutional environment 

关键词

农业农村部
• 农业农村部公告

Administrative measures 
of MARA

• 地方保护发展规划
Conservation and 

development plans at 
provincial level

• 各地方管理办法

Administrative measures of 
GIAHS sites

Provinces

GIAHS sites

MARA

• Law on the promotion of rural vitalization 
(2021) 

• No. 1 central document
• Overall plan for the ecological protection and 

high-quality development of the Yellow River 
basin (2021)

Institutionalization and legislation

More than 10 GIAHS sites have 
enacted laws or regulations



Annual monitoring
Third-party  
evaluation

1 2 Reactive 
monitoring

3

Monitoring and Evaluation 

Trinity monitoring and evaluation system 



Indicators: Aspects of Ecology, Economy, Society and etc.



2016 Peking

2017 Xiajin, Shandong 

2020·Wannian, 
Jiangxi

2014Xinghua, Jiangsu 2018Ar Horqin, 
Inner Mongolia

2015Fuzhou, Fujian 2019Anxi, Fujian

Ø  National Conference on GIAHS to share 
experiences and discuss future work

2021·Qingtian,    
Zhejiang 

2023·Kuancheng, 
Hebei 

  9 GIAHS national conferences



Extract sustainable 
agricultural development 
modes and  technologies , 
and promote knowledge-
sharing in the academic 
field

Scientific research

2.
Increase GIAHS 
visibility through 
international 
platforms

International communication

4.
Take advantage of 
the traditional 
festivals and Farms 
harvest festival to 
showcase GIAHS and 
attract tourists

Support Agri-cultural 
events of GIAHS sites

3.

Promote twinning 
between relevant 
GIAHS  sites

            Twinning

5.
     Innovation

Improve visibility and leverage brand value of GIAHS
--- Focus on key areas

Improve the efficiency 
and sustainability of 
agricultural 
production of GIAHS 
sites 



ØChina GIAHS/NIAHS Scientific Committee
l Experts with multi-disciplinary backgrounds research areas

 Academic research

The first GIAHS Scientific 
committee of MARA
 Term:2015-2020 Established the first Heritage 

Major focusing on GIAHS by 
Nanjing Agriculture University 
in 2021

The 2nd GIAHS Scientific 
committee of MARA 2020-2025



Hundreds volumes of books 
and academic papers have 
been published



1.
Extract sustainable 
agricultural development 
modes and  technologies , 
and promote knowledge-
sharing in the academic 
field

Scientific research

2.
Increase GIAHS 
visibility through 
international 
platforms

International communication

4.
Take advantage of 
the traditional 
festivals and Farms 
harvest festival to 
showcase GIAHS and 
attract tourists

Support Agri-cultural 
events of GIAHS sites

3.

Promote twinning 
between relevant 
GIAHS  sites , 
introduce e-c

            Twinning

5.
     Innovation

Improve visibility and leverage brand value of GIAHS
--- Focus on key areas

Improve the efficiency 
and sustainability of 
agricultural 
production of GIAHS 
sites 



Album, Brochures, pamphlets and postcards, Posts, Documentary

Improve the visibility of GIAHS
 --Multi-channel Promotion activities 



GIAHS Pavilion 

World Expo on Digital Agriculture

China Agricultural International Exposition 

The 8th China International Food and Ingredients Expo

Milan World Expo



In order to highlight the role of GIAHS in advancing rural development, MARA , 
collaborating with TopBuzz , a Chinese popular social media , carried out a online 
promotion activity to enhance the social awareness on GIAHS  dynamic conservation

l Promotion Activity -----  GIAHS and Rural Prosperity

 More than 140 
million views!!!



      The World Conference on Globally 
Important Agricultural Heritage Systems 
was held in Qingtian, Zheijang Province 
in China from 17 to 19 July 2022. The 
topic of the conference focused on 
Agricultural Heritage for Rural Prosperity.

World Conference on Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems 

The conference invited more than 200 
participants from 31 countries and 
international organizations, related 
ministries, departments, bureaus and directly 
affiliated units, agricultural departments of 
some provinces and cities, governments of 
GIAHS sites, private sectors and scientific 
research institutions.to acknowledge and 
discuss the importance of conserving 
agricultural heritage systems to ensure 
livelihood and food security for rural 
communities.



World Conference on Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems 

Mr. Laurent Bili, French Ambassador to 
China

Mr. Ali Nemati, Minister Counsellor of the 
Iranian Embassy to China

Mr. Andrés Alencastre, 
agricultural minister of Peru

Mr. Stefano Patuanelli, 
agricultural minister of Italy 

Mr. Chung Hwang-keun, 
agricultural minister of ROK

Mr. Thamanat Prompow, 
agriculture & 

cooperativesa minister of 
Thailand

Mr. Hussein Mohamed 
Bashe, agricultural 

minister of Tanzania

Mr. Ryosuke Ogawa, Vice Minister for 
International Affairs, Ministry of 

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, 
Japan

Dr. Qu Dongyu, Director 
General, FAO



Qingtian Initiative 

Ø Giving priority to conservation

Ø Raising public awareness

Ø Eexploring diverse benefits

Ø Fostering mutual learning and 

cooperation

Ø Bolstering policy support

Ø Focusing on smallholder 

livelihoods

Ø Boosting contribution to rural 

development

Ø Mobilizing broad participation

Qingtian Initiative of the World Conference 
on Globally Important Agricultural Heritage 

Systems: 
　　Agricultural Heritage for Rural 

Prosperity



1.
Extract sustainable 
agricultural development 
modes and  technologies , 
and promote knowledge-
sharing in the academic 
field

Scientific research

2.
Increase GIAHS 
visibility through 
international 
platforms

International communication

4.
Take advantage of 
the traditional 
festivals and Farms 
harvest festival to 
showcase GIAHS and 
attract tourists

Support Agri-cultural 
events of GIAHS sites

3.

Promote twinning 
between relevant 
GIAHS  sites

            Twinning

5.
     Innovation

Improve visibility and leverage brand value of GIAHS
--- Focus on key areas

Improve the efficiency 
and sustainability of 
agricultural 
production of GIAHS 
sites 



Chinampas Agricultural System in Mexico Xinghua Duotian Agrosystem in China

      International Cooperation Twining between heritages 

Historical Irrigation System in Spain    Qingtian Rice-Fish Culture System in China

Burgundy vineyard system in France Jasmine and Tea Culture System in in China



1.
Extract sustainable 
agricultural development 
modes and  technologies , 
and promote knowledge-
sharing in the academic 
field

Scientific research

2.
Increase GIAHS 
visibility through 
international 
platforms

International communication

4.
Take advantage of the 
traditional festivals 
and Farms harvest 
festival to showcase 
GIAHS and attract 
tourists

Support Agri-cultural 
events of GIAHS sites

3.

Promote twinning 
between relevant 
GIAHS  sites

             Twinning

5.
     Innovation

Improve visibility and leverage brand value of GIAHS
--- Focus on key areas

Improve the efficiency 
and sustainability of 
agricultural 
production of GIAHS 
sites 



 Guozhuang Dance Performance Show: 
Diebu Zhagana Agriculture-Forestry-
Animal Husbandry Composite System, 
Gansu Province

Chinese Farmers' Harvest Festival and 15th anniversary of China’s first GIAHS site :Qingtian Rice-Fish Culture System, Zhejiang 
Province, China.

Agri-cultural celebrating  events of GIAHS sites 

Chinese Huzhou Fish Culture Festival: 
Huzhou Mulberry-dyke and Fish Pond 
System, Zhejiang Province,China

 The Original  Dong Chorus Show, 
Congjiang Dong's Rice-Fish-Duck 
System, Guizhou Province, China



1.
Extract sustainable 
agricultural development 
modes and  technologies , 
and promote knowledge-
sharing in the academic 
field

Scientific research

2.
Increase GIAHS 
visibility through 
international 
platforms

International communication

4.
Take advantage of the 
traditional festivals 
and Farms harvest 
festival to showcase 
GIAHS and attract 
tourists

Support Agri-cultural 
events of GIAHS sites

3.

Promote twinning 
between relevant 
GIAHS  sites

             Twinning

5.
     Innovation

Improve visibility and leverage brand value of GIAHS
--- Focus on key areas

Improve the efficiency 
and sustainability of 
agricultural 
production of GIAHS 
sites 



Innovation

Qingyuan fresh 
mushroom sashimi

Use dryer to dry  mushrooms, with 
electricity coming from solar power, 
saving 1520.6 tons of wood and 
effectively reducing carbon emissions 

Qingyuan Forest-Mushroom Co-Culture System



  With integrated development of industries

Agro-tourism can be developed with the unique 
natural terraced landscape and associated products，
and local farmers can receive dividends by becoming 
a shareholder

Longsheng Longji Terraces



Legacy for 
the future



Thank you！


